SEABRING DAVIS

The Passing Season

LIVING IN THE NORTHERN ROCKIES for more than half
my life, I've noted that there is more to the seasons than sim-
ply spring, summer, autumn and winter. Times of year aren’t
solely marked by equinoxes or solstices. There’s mud season.
Wedding season (when five different people you know all de-
cide to get married in August). Hunting season and ski sea-
son (both of which could hypothetically last for nine months,
depending on what you hunt and how dedicated you are to
finding skiable snow). And, sadly, there’s fire season.

As I write this, the Associated Press reported that 2015
has been Montana’s second largest fire season in the last
decade. Drought, climate change, lightening and other fac-
tors contributed to burns on more than 522 square miles
across Montana, including fires in Glacier and Yellowstone
national parks.

During August smoke from bigger fires in Idaho, Wash-
ington, Wyoming and even as far as California clogged the
skies. Normal views of mountains from our
towns were blotted out. The sunsets were

grand, I'll concede to that, but for
the most part air quality prevented
many of us from getting outside
to enjoy this place where we
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officially to autumn. Now, the ash and cottonwood trees are
tipped with yellow, the underbrush in the forests is spilling
with red and orange, the rivers are fields of cobblestones. We

are left with relief that it isn’t the end of the world, only the

end of a season, of a natural cycle that effects each of us.

That idea of nature touching our lives runs strong in
this issue. Delve into environmental writer Todd Wilkin-
son’s overview of wolf reintroduction, “Trying to Balance
Wolves,” p. 82, or go with the flow of Jeff Erickson’s fly fish-
ing “Ode to Limestone,” p. 98, and see how the natural world
reaches us in ways you'd never imagine. For ultra athlete

Nikki Kimball (p. 92), trails have been a
.4, place to combat depression and to
¥ reach her greatest achievements.
These articles explore the facets of
wild places and serve as remind-
ers that we are all part of something
bigger than the passing season. Aa

=
[
<
=
o
>
x
o



